
 

Signed and Numbered Limited Edition Prints of 

òThe  Promise of Hopeó by Barry Barnett available 

      

                            $35.00 Limited  Edition  

                            $75.00 Artist Proof 

                            $300.00 Remarques 

 

         Contact Reggie Santilli @ 386.734.7571 x 101  

                   Or Rsantilli@thehnd.com  

The original painting is on display at DeLand City              

Hall, commissioners chambers!  
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             THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR  
   òThe House Next Door nurtures and empowers families to help build stronger communities.ó 

 

Welcome toé. 

    Parents To Have Web Cam Access at  

         The Little House Next Door! 

The Little House Next Door Child Development Center has been open for two months now.  The 

brightly decorated rooms are now the daytime homes to many children.  We are licensed and 
equipped to take care of 76 children ages birth to five years old., and accept ELC vouchers. 

 

When developing a business plan for the center, it quickly became apparent that this community 
had a need for quality child care for infants.  State regulations require a different ratio of  caregiv-
ers for each age group.  Of course infants need more caregivers because of their needs.  For every 
four infants under the age of one year  enrolled, The Little House needs one caregiver.  Children 
one to two years of age require one caregiver per six children.   The ratio of children to teachers 
and assistants increases to one teacher per fifteen children by age four and five. 

 

It became apparent that the need to have parents be able to view their children online was an im-
portant feature when parents choose the facility where  they enroll their children.   Because of 
this, and the generous donation of  House Next Door supporters, Susan and Jon Hall, we are able 
to install web cameras in all six of the rooms at the child development center.  The technology al-
lows up to twenty -five parents to  be logged in at the same time.  Of course each parent will have 
a log in password to use to access the system.  We feel this will be very comforting to the parents, 
when they can log in and see what their child is up to at any point in the day.  

 

The House Next Door had discussed the idea of the 
child development center in their strategic planning ses-
sions two years ago, and feel that the opening of the 
center is an extension of their mission to nurture chil-
dren and families.   The senior management also feels 
that good quality assurance is paramount in operating 
the agency so The House Next Door Executive Director, 
the Operations Director and the Director of the Little 
House will also be able to view the children from their 
own PC monitors as well.  

 



 

 

Thank You Ladies  

W hat a success!  La Fete Fantastique 2010 went over the top in 

their third annual event in support of The House Next Door.  Led by 
their President, the ladies of Krewe Nouveau raised over $15,000 at an 
event everyone, I mean EVERYONE, had a great time at.  The change 
in venue proved to be a great decision as each person I spoke to at the 

event (and after) said that the Armory was a great location for the event.  Thanks again to all of our sponsors for 

supporting the event.  Congratulations again to our Queen Teri Peaden and King Geof Felton. 

   The children at our Homework Club, our after school program, had a special activity that they recently partici-
pated in.  They celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr. Day at Stetson University.  Twenty six children and two parent 
volunteers attended the breakfast and marched through downtown DeLand.  They ended at the Chisholm Center 
with a great program that they enjoyed.  The children also participated in a poster contest and were awarded a 

ribbon for their work. 

   We often read these little tidbits about things to do at work when it gets a little stressful or the work is just piling 
up.  My new favorite is to go down to The Little House Next Door and watch the children learn and play.  I guess 

when the new web cams are installed, I will be doing more of that. 

   Our army of serving line volunteers is gearing up for the 19th annual Albert B. Downs Wild Game Feast.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, contact Reggie Santilli.  There is an insert brochure that outlines sponsorship op-
portunities or stop by our office and buy your tickets at $50.00 per person to taste some of the best cuisine that 
you will not see on your home dining room table.  The DeLand Breakfast Rotary puts on the event to raise mon-
ies to support over 40 local organizations to help our communityôs citizens.  They are big supporters of The 

House Next Door so I ask all of you to get behind supporting this great event. 

 

 
From Our House to Your House  

 

A Message from our Executive Director 

                                 Limited  Time Only!          

                       FREE  Registration  

             ( $50.00 savings)                     

       Register now and after two  

        months, receive one week 

                       FREE!! 

 

 

                      Contact Lisa Shannon at 386.740.8823 

 

The Alpha Program is an alternative educa-

tional and counseling program designed to 

serve 4th and 5th grad students having diffi-

culties in the regular classroom.  Alpha as-

sesses and addresses risk factors in the chil-

drenõs environment, which contribute to their 

problems.  The teachers and guidance counsel-

ors in the elementary schools make referrals to 

Alpha, based on knowledge of a childõs aca-

demic performance and behavior.   

    Students usually remain in the program for 

one school year.  Alpha staff work with each 

child to develop individualized participation 

plans, which establish both academic and be-

havioral goals.   Individual and group coun-

seling, along with academic instruction are 

provided to meet these goals.   

    Parent involvement in Alpha is mandatory.  

Parents are required to meet with their childõs 

counselor a minimum of twice a month.  Each 

family is encouraged to participate and show 

support to their child.   

   One of the many goals of the Alpha Program 

is assisting the student in taking responsibility 

for their behavior.  Positive reinforcement , 

peer guidance, and at-home strategies are util-

ized with the program.  If needed, outside re-

ferrals may be required to meet the more spe- 

 

cific needs of the students.  Staff will discuss 

all academic and behavioral recommendations 

with the parents.  No referrals will be made 

without prior written consent of the parent.   

    Each student is pre and post tested to meas-

ure progress.   

     The Beta Program uses the same referral 

process and criteria as the Alpha Program for 

children in 6th through 8th grade.  

     The measurable results of these programs 

are significant.  In the school year 2008-2009, 

most schools saw a 100% increase in reading 

and math skills, and behavioral levels.  Most 

schools also had 100%  no delinquency in-

volvement.   

   Susie Williams, principal of Discovery Ele-

mentary School, states ò In his short time at 

Discovery, your staff member  has been a 

mentor, parent liaison and advisor.  Our 

fourth and fifth grade teachers count on his 

assistance when it comes to our high risk stu-

dents.  Our parents seek him out for advice 

and guidance.  The students enjoy his groups 

and talk about him to their friends.  The stu-

dents talked so positively to their peers about 

Mr. Barreto, that many students are asking to 

join his program.  This is the best compliment 

he can receive.ó 

 

      Alpha and Beta Programs  in Volusia Schools for 30 years! 

 



 

   Beginning in November, 2009, the House 
Next Door has been providing family ther-
apy services to Volusia County Drug 
Court clients.   This program is funded by 
a grant and our agency is in a partnership 
with Stewart Marchman -Act (SMA) Be-
havioral Health for the provision of these 
services.  SMA has traditionally provided 
counseling and case management services, 
and our agency now provides family ther-
apy services to this client population.    
Volusia County Drug Court programs are 
located in both East and West Volusia 
Counties and include Adult Drug Court, 
Juvenile Drug Court, and Dependency 
Drug court.  

     The Drug Court program is a diversion 
program available to non -violent drug of-
fenders.   The average length of participa-
tion in this program is 10 months or more, 
and the participants are under close super-
vision of the judges and staff, who over 
see client progress through levels I-IV, 
with level I being the most intensive client 
supervision level, and level  IV  the least 
restrictive.   The purpose of this program 
is to help clients establish and maintain 
recovery from the use of substances, be-
come productive members of our commu-
nity, and persons who complete this pro-
gram become eligible to have their charges 
dropped.  

     

 

It is important that these clients have good 
family support, and family therapy helps 
in promoting a culture of sobriety and re-
covery in the home setting.   Family ther-
apy permits clients to learn communica-
tions skills so interactions are nonthreaten-
ing, appropriate to the situation, and effec-
tive at solving problems.   Anger manage-
ment skills help couples resolve difficul-
ties without conflicts in a safer environ-
ment.     Positive behavior management 
skills are taught to help these clients who 
are parents, to improve their behavior 
management skills, further promoting a 
stable environment at home.  A positive 
family situation serves as both an incen-
tive and is a rewarding experience. 

     Theresa Steele, MS, LMFT, is The 
House Next Door counselor who provides 
these services.   At this time she is provid-
ing family counseling services on the west 
side of Volusia County, and will also be 
providing services to East Side clients in 
the near future. Besides providing direct 
counseling services, Ms. Steele is also part 
of the Drug Court team, participating in 
regular client staffings and providing in-
formation concerning the progress clients 
make in family therapy, for client court 
appearances. 

 

The House Next Door Counseling Centers 

Information concerning family therapy for participants in Drug Court  

         

          Sign up to receive e-news at: www.thehousenextdoor.org  

 
Local Connections 

            

.                 Krewe Nouveau celebrates         

                          La Fete Fantastique!                           
  

 

 

 

 

 

The Krewe Nouveau, an auxiliary organization to The House 

Next Door comprised of young women in our community that have formed a Mardi Gras organization to 
raise funds for The House Next Door, held their third annual La Fete Fantastique event at DeLandôs Ar-
mory on February 6th.   If you havenôt been to the Armory since your DeLand Prom you were in for a treat!  
The Armory has been renovated, with beautiful highly polished wood floors, upgraded bathroom facilities, 
commercial kitchen, and yes, air-conditioning!  The ladies transformed the place into a chic night club with 
multiple bars, catered food, and a DJ that kept the dance floor packed!  Teri Peadon and Geoff Felton 
were presented as The Royal Lady Marmalade and Lord Louie early in  the evening.   They had been 
announced at the Big Easy party back in August and rode in the Christmas parade to promote the organi-

zation. 

   New members are always welcome and can get a registration form at www.krewenouveau.com.   The 
Krewe will hold their first annual general membership meeting  April 6th at Mulligans Tavern, Victoria Hills.  
The Krewe holds parties throughout the year, and all proceeds go directly to The House Next Door.  This 
past year they raised over $15,000 which they presented to our Executive Director at The Little House 

Next Door Child Development Center.  Way to go Ladies!!!! 

               Sign up to receive e-news at :www.thehousenextdoor.org  

http://www.krewenouveau.com/

